THe
FIGHT THE ANTI-REFUGEE LAWS: A GUIDE ON HOW TO ASK YOUR LOCAL
COUNCILLORS TO FIGHT THE PROPOSED NEW ANTI-REFUGEE LAWS

Since the passage of the 2022 Nationality and Borders Act and the 2023 lllegal Migration
Act, over 500 charities, faith groups, local authorities, businesses, and unions, together with
dozens of cross-party MPs and Lords, have signed a national pledge to fight these
anti-refugee laws.

Local councils up and down the country have backed the Fight the Anti-Refugee Laws
campaign (now part of the wider Fight for Asylum Rights campaign), passing motions
opposing anti-refugee legislation and signing the pledge. On the 17th November 2025, the
Home Secretary announced a radical overhaul of the UK'’s refugee protection system. The
Government itself called these changes the most significant change to the asylum system
since the Second World War: this is true. In fact, this new attack on asylum rights puts the
very principles of humanitarian protection, established after the horrors witnessed during the
Second World War, under threat.

I's very clear: these planned new anti-refugee laws and policies must be resisted in every
community across the UK. Once again, we need local councils to join the fight for a
compassionate refugee protection system. Campaigners, organisations and members of the
public are encouraged to write to their Local Councillors and ask them to join the fightback.
*We don’t advise taking this action if your local authority is particularly hostile to people
seeking asylum.*

How to contact your local councillor(s): First, identify your local council. Depending on
where you live you may have two or even three councils who look after your services. You
can find which are your local councils here: www.gov.uk/find-local-council. This should take
you to your local council(s) website which will have a ‘find your councillors’ section with the
email addresses for your local ward councillors.

Asking your council(s) to take action and pass a motion: This is a statement of support
or commitment to action that is proposed by an individual councillor and voted upon by the
full council. The Fight for Asylum Rights campaign has template motions that councils can
pass. If your councillors agree to table a motion, do get in touch with us at
info@asylummatters.org and we can share more resources such as a template local press
release and tips on campaigning around council meetings.

Councils that have already passed a ‘Fight the Anti-Refugee Laws’ motion: Many local
councils passed Fight the Anti-Refugee Laws motions around the Nationality and Borders
Act in 2022, the lllegal Migration Act in 2023 or the Safety of Rwanda Act in 2024. We need
these councils to speak out again and fight these new hostile policies with the same vigour.
If you are represented by one of the following local authorities, use the follow-up template
motion to ask them to recommit to the fight for an asylum system built on compassion, not
cruelty: Barnsley Council, Birmingham City Council, Bradford City Council, Bristol City
Council, Calderdale Council, Coventry City Council, Ealing Council, Glasgow City Council,
Hackney Council, Leeds City Council, Lewisham Council, Liverpool City Council,
Manchester City Council, Newcastle City Council, Newham Council, North Tyneside Council,
Oxfordshire County Council, Penistone Town Council, Salford City Council, Sheffield City
Council, Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, Stroud District Council.
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Template letter to email your local councillor(s):
Dear Clir <XXXXXXX>,

I am writing to you as my local ward councillor to ask that you take action to resist the new
hostile anti-refugee laws and policies proposed by the Government that will harm our friends,
colleagues, neighbours and communities.

These proposals, by the Government’s own admission, represent the most radical overhaul
of refugee protection rights since the Second World War. Not only will they undermine the
fundamental right to seek safety, they will also place serious strain on local authorities.

For example, the plans to revoke the statutory duty to provide financial support and
accommodation to asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute and homeless will have
serious implications for local councils, including:

e Pushing large numbers of families with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) and
banned from working into destitution, homelessness and child protection crises

e Creating new pressures under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989, shifting
responsibility and cost from central government to local authorities

e Causing legal and operational uncertainty for already stretched local NRPF,
homelessness, social care and safeguarding teams

e Increasing tensions that undermine community cohesion and local integration work

The government’s proposed move from a duty to a power to support destitute asylum
seekers will drive families into crisis, shift costs onto local authorities, and undermine
safeguarding duties. The wider package of measures will also be deeply harmful to our
communities and Councils have a unique opportunity and responsibility to speak out now.

As you may be aware, the new anti-refugee laws and policies announced also include
enforcing decades of terrifying limbo for refugees, ‘fast track deportations’ and restricted
appeals, enforced removals of families with children, the removal of ‘high value items’ from
sanctuary seekers, a two-tier welfare system, curbing family reunion, targeting vital human
rights laws and warehousing people in camps and barracks. More information on these can
be found here and here.

Therefore | am asking XXXXXXX Council and you as my local councillor(s) to join the many
local authorities across the country who are committed to fighting the anti-refugee laws. To
do this, it would be wonderful if you could:

e Table a supportive council motion: for which you can find a new template motion
that has been passed by many local councils across the UK here, and a follow-up
template motion for councils who have already backed the campaign to recommit to
the fight for asylum rights here

e Sign the Fight for Asylum Rights pledge: which has been signed by many
councillors across the UK and you can read here and sign here

More information can be found at www.fightforasylumrights.org. You can also contact
info@asylummatters.org with any questions you may have.

Kind regards,

<YOUR NAME & POSTCODE>
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Template council motion:

This Council:

(a) Notes that:

(iii)

<Insert Local Authority> is proud of our history of providing welcome to
people seeking safety in <insert local area>;

There are significant problems with the UK asylum system that affect people
in <local area>, including a backlog of cases awaiting a decision, an effective
ban on working, enforced poverty and homelessness, and the stoking of
division and fear by the far-right;

On the 17" November 2025 the Home Secretary announced a new asylum
policy statement Restoring Order and Control’ that will not address these
problems and represents an escalation of ‘anti-refugee’ laws and policies that
includes measures such as:

(1) Reviewing the status of recognised refugees every 30 months and
quadrupling the wait for settled status to 20 years;

(2) Fast-tracking deportations and restricting asylum appeals

(3) Enforced removals of families with children, removing accommodation
and support from families, making them destitute, to force compliance

(4) The seizure of ‘high value items’ from sanctuary seekers

(5) Revoking the statutory duty to provide financial support and
accommodation to asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute

(6) Additional barriers to refugees accessing state benefits

(7) The curbing of family reunion

(8) ‘Modest’ new safe routes

(9) The reinterpretation of human rights laws around torture and
inhumane or degrading treatment, the right to family life, and modern
slavery

(10)  Warehousing people seeking safety in camps on military sites

(b) Believes that:

(i)

These anti-refugee policies will be deeply damaging to people seeking safety
and our wider communities, including by:
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(1) Creating a two-tier support system that treats refugees as
second-class citizens, trapping them in decades of limbo which will
undermine integration outcomes and community cohesion;

(2) Forcing more women and children to risk perilous journeys across the
Channel in order to reunite with their families, and detaining and
forcibly removing children born in the UK;

(3) Placing unnecessary pressure on local homelessness and social care
services by revoking the statutory duty to provide accommodation to
asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute, making families
destitute and ending the 56-day move-on pilot;

(4) Continuing to deny our local economies of the potential for growth and
the opportunity to fill vital labour shortages by maintaining the ban on
work for people seeking safety;

(c) Resolves to:

(i) Commit to fighting anti-refugee laws and policies that undermine the right to
seek safety and damage our communities and join other local councils across
the UK in signing the Fight for Asylum Rights pledge?;

(i)  Call on the local MP(s) to oppose these policies on behalf of <local area>;
(i)  Call on the UK Government to throw out the proposals in the new asylum

policy statement and work with local authorities and communities to build a
fairer and more effective asylum system built on compassion not cruelty.
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Follow-up template motion for Councils that have passed motions in the past
(Barnsley Council, Birmingham City Council, Bradford City Council, Bristol City Council,
Calderdale Council, Coventry City Council, Ealing Council, Glasgow City Council, Hackney
Council, Leeds City Council, Lewisham Council, Liverpool City Council, Manchester City
Council, Newcastle City Council, Newham Council, North Tyneside Council, Oxfordshire
County Council, Penistone Town Council, Salford City Council, Sheffield City Council,
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, Stroud District Council):

This Council:
(a) Notes that:

(i) <Insert Local Authority> is proud of our history of providing welcome to
people seeking safety in <insert local area>;

(i)  There are significant problems with the UK asylum system that affect people
in <local area>, including a backlog of cases awaiting a decision, an effective
ban on working, enforced poverty and homelessness, and the stoking of
division and fear by the far-right;

(i)  The Nationality and Borders Act 2022, the lllegal Migration Act 2023, the
Safety of Rwanda Act 2024 and the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration
Bill 2025 are all ‘anti-refugee laws’ that do not address these issues but do
undermine the fundamental right to seek safety;

(iv) In <insert year> this Council passed a motion pledging to fight ‘anti-refugee
laws’;

(v)  On the 17" November 2025 the Home Secretary announced a new asylum
policy statement Restoring Order and ControF that includes measures such
as:

(1) Reviewing the status of recognised refugees every 30 months and
quadrupling the wait for settled status to 20 years

(2) Fast-tracking deportations and restricting asylum appeals

(3) Enforced removals of families with children, removing accommodation
and support from families, making them destitute, to force compliance

(4) The seizure of ‘high value items’ from sanctuary seekers

(5) Revoking the statutory duty to provide financial support and
accommodation to asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute

(6) Additional barriers to refugees accessing state benefits

(7) The curbing of family reunion

(8) ‘Modest’ new safe routes

3

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-and-returns-policy-statement/restoring-o
rder-and-control-a-statement-on-the-governments-asylum-and-returns-policy#part-i-reducing

-arrivals



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-and-returns-policy-statement/restoring-order-and-control-a-statement-on-the-governments-asylum-and-returns-policy#part-i-reducing-arrivals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-and-returns-policy-statement/restoring-order-and-control-a-statement-on-the-governments-asylum-and-returns-policy#part-i-reducing-arrivals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-and-returns-policy-statement/restoring-order-and-control-a-statement-on-the-governments-asylum-and-returns-policy#part-i-reducing-arrivals

e

FIGHT THE ANTI-REFUGEE LAWS: A GUIDE ON HOW TO ASK YOUR LOCAL
COUNCILLORS TO FIGHT THE PROPOSED NEW ANTI-REFUGEE LAWS

(9) The reinterpretation of human rights laws around torture and
inhumane or degrading treatment, the right to family life, and modern

slavery
(10)  Warehousing people seeking safety in camps on military sites

(b) Believes that:

(i)  These proposals represent an escalation of anti-refugee laws and policies
that will be deeply damaging to people seeking safety and our wider
communities, including by:

(1) Creating a two-tier support system that treats refugees as
second-class citizens, trapping them in decades of limbo which will
undermine integration outcomes and community cohesion;

(2) Forcing more women and children to risk perilous journeys across the
Channel in order to reunite with their families, and detaining and
forcibly removing children born in the UK;

(3) Placing unnecessary pressure on local homelessness and social care
services by revoking the statutory duty to provide accommodation to
asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute, making families
destitute and ending the 56-day move-on pilot;

(4) Continuing to deny our local economies of the potential for growth and
the opportunity to fill vital labour shortages by maintaining the ban on
work for people seeking safety;

(c) Resolves to:

(i) Reaffirm our commitment to fighting anti-refugee laws and policies that
undermine the right to seek safety and damage our communities;

(i) Call on the local MP(s) to oppose these policies on behalf of <local area>;
(i) Call on the UK Government to throw out the proposals in the new asylum

policy statement and work with local authorities and communities to build a
fairer and more effective asylum system built on compassion not cruelty.



